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1. SITUATION OVERVIEW

During July 2026, the protection environment across monitored collective shelters in South Lebanon and the Bekaa remained characterized by protracted displacement, shelter consolidation measures, barriers to safe and dignified return, deteriorating socioeconomic conditions, and persistent gaps in access to essential services. While displacement trends differed between the two regions, monitoring findings indicate that the households remaining displaced increasingly represent some of the most vulnerable caseloads, facing complex and overlapping protection risks linked to insecurity, housing destruction, loss of livelihoods, financial hardship, and inadequate living conditions.
In South Lebanon, shelter closures emerged as major protection concerns throughout the reporting period. The closure of Lebanese University Faculty of Arts and continued shelter consolidation measures generated significant anxiety among displaced households, many of whom reported having limited accommodation alternatives. Families expressed concerns regarding overcrowding in receiving shelters, unaffordable rental costs, damaged homes in areas of origin, and the risk of repeated displacement.
In the Bekaa, the majority of displaced households had already returned following the ceasefire, leaving only a residual caseload residing in the remaining active collective shelters. 
However, monitoring findings indicate that the remaining households in both areas face substantial barriers to return, including insecurity, extensive destruction of housing, loss of livelihoods, and the inability to secure alternative accommodation. These households continue to experience heightened protection risks associated with poverty, inadequate shelter and WASH services, healthcare barriers, and increasing reliance on negative coping mechanisms. 
Across both operational areas, protection concerns extended beyond immediate displacement-related needs. Households consistently reported challenges accessing healthcare, food, safe water, and other essential services. Psychosocial distress remained widespread, while accountability concerns, unequal perceptions of assistance distribution, community tensions, and gaps affecting women, children, persons with disabilities, older persons, and female-headed households continued to undermine safety, dignity, well-being, and social cohesion.
Overall, findings indicate that despite localized improvements and humanitarian interventions, the remaining displaced population continues to face interconnected protection risks requiring sustained protection monitoring, accountability mechanisms, referrals, advocacy, and coordinated multi-sectoral support. 
 2. Methodology

Protection Monitoring data were collected through structured face-to-face interviews conducted in collective shelters across South Lebanon and the Bekaa. Data collection was complemented by protection observation activities, helpdesk engagement, awareness sessions, direct engagement with affected populations, field observations, discussions with shelter focal points, and coordination with humanitarian actors.
A total of 96 Protection Monitoring interviews were conducted during July 2026, including 66 interviews in South Lebanon and 30 interviews in the Bekaa. In addition, 18 Protection Observation Tools were completed in the Bekaa to support analysis and triangulation of findings. 
Women represented the majority of individual respondents, accounting for approximately 65% (62 respondents) of the interviews, while men represented approximately 35% (34 respondents). In addition, one group discussion/interview was conducted with a group of displaced residents, including women, men, persons with disabilities, and elderly individuals. The sample therefore captured perspectives from different demographic and vulnerability groups residing in collective shelters.
Regarding age, approximately 97% (93 respondents) were aged 18–59 years, while 3% (3 respondents) were aged 60 years and above (elderly).
The analysis also incorporates information collected through referrals, service mapping sessions, awareness activities, community engagement, and observations of changing displacement dynamics, including shelter closures, population movements, returns, and relocation processes. Findings were cross-checked against qualitative evidence gathered throughout the reporting period to ensure a comprehensive understanding of emerging protection threats and risks.
 3. Operational Context and Protection Environment

The July reporting period unfolded within a dynamic and evolving displacement context. In South Lebanon, collective shelters continued receiving families displaced from border areas and shelters undergoing consolidation or closure. At the same time, educational facilities serving as collective shelters increasingly face pressure to resume educational activities, creating uncertainty for displaced residents regarding future accommodation arrangements. 
During the reporting period, In the south, particular attention was given to newly displaced families arriving from border areas and from shelters that were closing, as well as families facing difficulties accessing alternative accommodation. Saida Technical Institute increasingly functioned as a major collective shelter receiving families transferred from smaller or closing shelters. The shelter population fluctuated considerably during the month, reaching approximately 154 families/560 individuals at one point. Aankoun Secondary Public School also experienced an increase in population, reaching approximately 50 families/195 individuals, largely due to new displacement from areas affected by insecurity. 
A major protection concern during July was uncertainty and anxiety related to shelter closures and relocation. The closure of Lebanese University – Faculty of Arts resulted in the gradual departure of families, many of whom had limited housing alternatives. Residents expressed concerns about unsuitable relocation options, high rental costs, destroyed homes, and the possibility of repeated displacement. By the end of the reporting period, the shelter had been fully vacated.
In the Bekaa, Oxfam’ protection activities were concentrated in the two remaining active collective shelters following the large-scale return of displaced households after the ceasefire. However, the households who remained displaced represented a particularly vulnerable group facing significant barriers to return, including insecurity, damaged homes, loss of livelihoods, and financial hardship. 
Across both areas, the protection environment was increasingly shaped by structural vulnerabilities. Economic deterioration, limited livelihoods, inadequate shelter and WASH conditions, barriers to healthcare, and insufficient resources to secure alternative accommodation continued to prevent displacement-affected populations from achieving safe, dignified, and sustainable solutions. 



 4. KEY PROTECTION THREATS

4.1 Killing and Injury of Civilians
Although protection monitoring activities did not systematically collect casualty data during the reporting period, ongoing insecurity, conflict-related destruction, and fear of renewed hostilities continued to influence household decision-making regarding return and relocation. Families remaining in collective shelters covered by Oxfam and who are originating from yellow line areas and surroundings frequently cited insecurity, damaged housing, and safety concerns as primary reasons for not returning and remaining in collective shelters. 
4.2 So-called Ceasefire, Return Pressures, Shelter Consolidation, and Unsafe Living Conditions Undermining Safety, Dignity, and Protection
Protection Monitoring findings demonstrate that displacement remains heavily influenced by security conditions in areas of origine. Many households reported that their homes had been destroyed or severely damaged and that conditions for safe, voluntary, informed, and dignified return had not yet been achieved. 
Shelter closure and relocation processes emerged as significant protection concerns. Families affected by shelter consolidation reported anxiety regarding alternative accommodation options, reduced privacy, and uncertainty over continued access to humanitarian assistance. 
Unsafe shelter conditions further undermined dignity and protection. In South Lebanon, overcrowding increased in sites receiving relocated families. In the Bekaa, privacy concerns, inadequate infrastructure, and deteriorated living conditions persisted, particularly in Tell Dnoub Public Intermediate School and Al Khansa Building where Oxfam is the main protection actor as per the protection sector geosplit. 
4.3 Gender-Based Violence
The protection implications of shelter and WASH limited services continued to disproportionately affect women and girls. Limited privacy, shared accommodation arrangements, inadequate sanitation conditions, and insufficient infrastructure increased concerns regarding dignity, safety, and exposure to protection risks. Women additionally faced increased caregiving burdens linked to inadequate services and deteriorating living conditions. 
Women experiencing pregnancy, disability, chronic illness, or women-headed household responsibilities often faced compounded vulnerabilities associated with displacement, economic hardship, and uncertainty regarding accommodation. 

4.4 Documentation and Legal Identity Barriers
While documentation concerns were less prominent than in June, protection monitoring continued identifying households requiring access to legal information, specialized support, and referrals. Continued close monitoring remains necessary to identify undocumented individuals, households experiencing legal obstacles, and populations facing exclusion from services due to documentation-related barriers. 
4.5 Child Protection Risks
Child protection concerns remained present throughout the reporting period. Protection teams identified cases requiring referral and follow-up, including instances where inadequate childcare arrangements increased children's exposure to protection risks when mothers were compelled to seek employment opportunities outside the shelter.

Children also continued to experience psychological distress associated with prolonged displacement, uncertainty, and instability. Families highlighted the importance of recreational, educational, and psychosocial activities in supporting children's well-being and reducing protection risks, particularly given the absence of child protection actors in the collective shelters where Oxfam operates.
In the Bekaa, financial hardship and ongoing displacement compounded child well-being concerns, while persistent barriers to meeting household needs increased pressure on families already experiencing significant socio-economic vulnerability. 
4.6 Denial and Limited Access to Essential Services
Access to essential services remained one of the most significant concerns across both operational areas. Households consistently reported challenges accessing adequate food, healthcare, safe water, hygiene materials, and other basic services. 
In the Bekaa, severe economic hardship limited households’ ability to purchase food, medications, transportation, and essential household items, driving reliance on humanitarian assistance and increasingly harmful coping mechanisms. Families reported borrowing money, selling assets, limiting expenditures, postponing treatment, and reducing household consumption. 
Persistent WASH services gaps remained a major concern. Water shortages, inadequate sanitation facilities, privacy concerns, and deteriorating infrastructure negatively affected safety, dignity, health, and social cohesion. 
Financial barriers also continued restricting access to healthcare, disproportionately affecting children with disabilities, persons with chronic illnesses, older persons, pregnant women, and individuals requiring specialized medical services. 

4.7 Weak Accountability, Limited Participation, and Declining Trust in Response Systems
Accountability concerns remained a recurring theme. Households reported concerns regarding transparency, fairness, and communication surrounding assistance distribution. Allegations of unequal assistance distribution and concerns regarding distribution practices contributed to frustration and mistrust among some shelter residents. 
In both regions, respondents emphasized the importance of transparent communication, effective complaint mechanisms, participation in decision-making processes, and timely feedback regarding services and assistance. Delayed responses to reported concerns further contributed to declining confidence among affected populations. 
4.8 Community Tensions and Erosion of Social Cohesion
Community tensions continued to emerge in contexts characterized by resource limitations,  assistance-related concerns, and deteriorating living conditions. In South Lebanon, disputes linked to assistance distribution required mediation and coordination between municipalities, shelter management, and humanitarian actors. 
In the Bekaa, water shortages contributed to disputes among households residing in collective shelters concerning resource allocation and cost-sharing arrangements. These findings illustrate how unmet needs and service deficiencies can undermine social cohesion and increase tensions within displaced communities. 
5. Positive Developments and Protective Factors 

Despite significant protection challenges, monitoring identified several positive developments that contributed to reducing immediate risks and strengthening community resilience. In South Lebanon, residents benefited from medical consultations, psychosocial support activities, awareness sessions, shelter rehabilitation works, food assistance improvements, Baby Kit and Incontinence Kit distributions, and infrastructure interventions. 
In the Bekaa, positive developments included successful referrals addressing food and basic needs, sanitation maintenance activities, restoration of water supply, installation of a water heater, and awareness activities conducted through community outreach and service mapping sessions. 
These interventions demonstrate the importance of maintaining strong protection presence, referral pathways, community engagement, and inter-sectoral coordination mechanisms, although the scale of needs continues to exceed available resources. 
 6. Conclusion 

The July 2026 protection monitoring findings indicate that the remaining displaced population across South Lebanon and the Bekaa continues to face complex and interlinked protection risks. While displacement patterns differ between locations, findings consistently point to housing insecurity, economic deterioration, barriers to return, inadequate living conditions, financial obstacles to healthcare, accountability concerns, psychosocial distress, and persistent service gaps as key drivers of vulnerability. 
The gradual reduction in displacement should not obscure the reality that the remaining displaced households increasingly represent some of the most vulnerable populations affected by the crisis. Sustained protection monitoring, strengthened accountability mechanisms, targeted assistance, protection-sensitive shelter solutions, coordinated advocacy, and multi-sectoral interventions remain necessary to ensure that affected populations can access their rights, meet their basic needs, and pursue safe, voluntary, dignified, and informed solutions to displacement. 

7. Advocacy-Oriented Recommendations 
Government of Lebanon:
· Government of Lebanon should ensure that all collective shelter consolidation, closure, relocation, and return processes are carried out in a manner that fully upholds the principles of voluntariness, safety, dignity, and informed choice.
Ensure families affected by shelter consolidation receive adequate notice, information, 	consultation and access to accommodation alternatives.
· Ministry of Public Health must strengthen and expand access to free and affordable healthcare services for persons with disabilities, in line with the provisions of Law 220/2000, with particular emphasis on ensuring equitable access to specialized healthcare, rehabilitation, and assistive services.
Advocate with health actors and donors to reduce financial, administrative, and 			information-related barriers that limit access to specialized services for persons with 		disabilities and older persons, particularly those affected by conflict and residing in areas 	with limited service availability.   
· Ministry of Social Affairs must streamline and simplify the registration and renewal processes under the Rights and Access Programme, including the issuance and renewal of disability cards, to facilitate timely access to services and entitlements for persons with disabilities. 
Efforts should focus on simplifying and decentralizing disability registration procedures, strengthening awareness of eligibility criteria and referral pathways, and addressing challenges related to the collection of required documentation, lengthy administrative processes, and the limited availability of registration offices. Advocacy should also promote the expansion of disability-related services and entitlements, including assistive devices, home-based care supplies, rehabilitation services, and specialized healthcare. In addition, measures should be taken to reduce indirect access costs, particularly transportation expenses, and to streamline administrative requirements for accessing health services, including procedures related to obtaining authorization letters and other 	   documentation required to benefit from available support. Priority should be given to ensuring that specialized services are available and accessible as close as possible to individuals' areas of residence.
To the Shelter Sector in lebanon 
· The shelter sector in Lebanon should strengthen shelter interventions to address housing insecurity and reduce barriers to safe, dignified, and sustainable return  
Expand support for households unable to return because of damaged housing and 	financial constraints.
To the donor Community
· The donor community, particularly development-focused donors, must increase and sustain funding for economic recovery programmes to strengthen self-reliance, expand sustainable livelihood opportunities, and address the underlying drivers of economic vulnerability.  
Enhanced support for sustainable livelihood opportunities, income generation, and 	economic inclusion is critical to strengthening self-reliance, reducing negative coping 	mechanisms, and mitigating protection vulnerabilities among affected populations.
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