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Statement by EU foreign policy chief  
Catherine Ashton (June 8): “I deplore Israeli 
Government plans to build over 800 additional 
settlement housing units as well as the plan to 
relocate some of the settlers from Ulpana within the 
occupied Palestinian territory.  Settlements are illegal 
under international law and threaten to make a two-
state solution impossible ...”6 

•  In July, a new report by an Israeli government 
appointed committee led by Retired Supreme Court 
Judge Edmond Levy recommended legalizing West 
Bank outposts and easing settlement restrictions. 
The committee claimed that settlements do not 
breach international law.7

European Foreign Affairs Ministers  
(May 14): “The EU expresses deep concern about 
… the marked acceleration of settlement construction 
following the end of the 2010 moratorium, the recent 
decision of the government of Israel regarding the 
status of some settlements outposts as well as the 
proposal to relocate settlers from Migron within the 
occupied Palestinian territory ….”8

•  On 6 June, the Israeli government announced the 
construction of 851 new settlement homes.9 

Israeli governments have built about 150 settlements in the West Bank -including East Jerusalem- since 
1967. More than 100 ‘outposts’ have been erected by settlers -without official authorization- in the same 
period.1 While world leaders speak with one voice in condemning the expansion of Israeli settlements, illegal 
under international law, the government of Israel continues to defy the international community, creating 
ever greater difficulties for the Palestinian population and threatening a just and durable solution to the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict.2 

Between 2002 and 2012, the Middle East Quartet, which includes the European Union, United Nations, 
United States and Russia, has made 39 joint statements calling on Israeli governments to halt the expansion 
of settlements.3 Yet during the same period, the number of settlers living in settlements has risen by more 
than one third - from approximately 377,000 to 500,000.4 

European leaders, together with the rest of the international community, must now move beyond statements 
and take urgent action to press the Government of Israel to end the construction of settlements and comply 
with its responsibilities under international law.5
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Statement by EU foreign policy chief  
Catherine Ashton (December 2011): “I wish to 
express my strong disapproval of the Israeli authorities’ 
announcement that they intend to publish tenders 
for the construction of some 1000 housing units in 
the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem. I urge 
them not to proceed with this publication. The EU’s 
position is clear: settlement construction is illegal under 
international law and further complicates efforts to find 
a solution to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.”10 

•  On 21 March, the Israeli Knesset’s Finance 
Committee approved the allocation of around $30 
million to support settlements.11 

•  On 4 April, the Israeli government unveiled the 
tenders for 1,121 new settler homes.12 

•  In 22 April, the outposts of Sansana, Bruchin and 
Rehelim were legalized under Israeli law. These 
were the first completely new settlements to be 
approved since 1990. 13

2011

Joint statement of ambassadors from Britain, 
France, Germany and Portugal (December): 
“The Israeli government's decision to speed up 
settlement construction is a ‘wholly negative’ 
development. We call on the Israeli government to 
reverse these steps."14  

•  2011 saw a 20 per cent rise in new constructions in 
existing settlements compared to 2010.15

•  In 2011 alone, 1,577 units in settlements were 
published as part of the Israeli Ministry of Housing’s 
official list of upcoming tenders.16

Statement by UK Foreign Minister William 
Hague (November): “Settlements on occupied land 
are illegal. We are very clear about that and have 
condemned recent decisions to accelerate settlement 
building, and I condemn them again today.”17  

•  In December, the Israeli Housing Ministry published 
tenders for 1,028 homes to be built in settlements.18 

Statement by US State Department (April): “… 
not only are continued Israeli settlements illegitimate, 
Israel’s actions run counter to efforts to resume direct 
negotiations. The building of housing units in East 
Jerusalem would be detrimental to building good faith 
between Israel and the Palestinians.”19 

•  In August, Israel’s Interior Minister gave final 
approval for the construction of 1,600 new settler 
homes in East Jerusalem. Plans were also 
announced to approve 9,000 more homes.

•  In September, the Israeli government approved 
the construction of 1,100 new housing units in East 
Jerusalem.20

2010

Statement by German Foreign Minister Guido 
Westerwelle (October):  “The Israeli government’s 
decision to build 2600 new housing units in the 
settlement of Givat Ha’matos runs against the spirit 
of the Middle East Quartet declaration and Israel’s 
roadmap obligations.”21  

•  The 2011 Israeli budget, announced in December 
2010, allocated the equivalent of $564 million to 
settlements with millions more hidden among the 
different clauses of the bill.22 

•  In 2010 the government of Israel built 6,794 
settlement housing units, four times more than in 
2009.23

Joint Statement by the Middle East Quartet 
(March): “The Quartet urges the government of 
Israel to freeze all settlement activity, including 
natural growth, to dismantle outposts erected since 
March 2001, and to refrain from demolitions and 
evictions in East Jerusalem.”24 

•  Between the end of Israeli government’s decision 
to freeze settlement construction in September 
and November, Israeli settlers had started 
building 1,629 housing units and laying the 
foundations for 1,116 more.25
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